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May 11, 1998
Contact: Sharon Alexander, continuing education dean, 243-2900; Susan Matule, director, printing
services, 243-2711.
OPENING CELEBRATION PLANNED FOR UM’S NEWEST BUILDING
MISSOULA The public will get a chance to look inside The University of Montana’s newest building next
week.
The Continuing Education/Printing Services Building, located on the east side of the University
Center, will officially open with a 2 p.m. ribbon-cutting ceremony on Friday, May 15.
UM President George Dennison will join Sharon Alexander, dean of Continuing Education and
Summer Programs, and Susan Matule, director of UM Printing and Graphic Services, in hosting an
open house for visitors immediately after the brief ceremony. The open house, which continues until 4
p.m., will feature informal building tours and refreshments.
Continuing education will occupy the main and upper floors of the building, with UM’s inhouse printing service in the lower level. The S4.4 million project was financed through the sale of
revenue bonds. Building construction took about 12 months.
The main level consists of continuing education’s conference and distance-learning facilities,
plus a technology center for faculty and staff development. In addition to the large rooms, there are
three small conference or multipurpose rooms.
In its new building, continuing education will be able to offer convention and conference
services, multimedia distance-learning opportunities and faculty technology development services.
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UM policy requires that 1 percent of construction costs for new projects be set aside to
purchase art work. The Continuing Education/Printing Services Building will display pieces by local
artists, including Rudy Autio, Dana Boussard and Larry Pimie.
The English Language Institute will move into the building previously occupied by continuing
education, while printing services’ former space in the basement of the Journalism Building will be the
new home of the Montana Kaimin and School of Forestry programs.
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